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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. 'A mop comprising: 

an elongate shaft having a mopping end and a gripping 
end; I 

a channel body/ disposed at said mopping end of said 
shaft and comprising spaced- apart first and second leg 
portions defining a/ channel therebetween; 

a mop element comprising a flexible, compressible, 
elongate liquid absorbent member, said mop element having a 
central axis, said mop element being disposed in a 
relatively hinged relationship with respect to said channel 
body along a hinge line, said hinge line being generally 
perpendicular to said central axis; 

an elongane rod having an operator end and operatively 
connecting said operator end to one of said mop element and 
said channel Kody, 

whereby /the application of longitudinal force in said 
rod relative to the other of said mop element and said 
channel body causes relative hinged movement of said mop 
element andr said channel body about said hinge line thereby 
drawing said mop element into said channel and causing said 
mop element ~Eo fold at~^&aici central axis and to become 
compressed between said channel body portions. 

2. A*-rafop according to claim 1, further comprising an 
operator nanple, said operator handle including a gripping 
portion, la roivot^I mounting, on said shaft, and a pivotal 
connect ioWto^^Sciid operator end of said rod whereby pivotal 
motion of/ said gripping portion relative to said shaft 
creates tension in said rod. 

3. A mop according to claim 1, said central axis 
dividing said absorbent member into first and second 
portions, said iuop including a mop element support 
including a first wing connected to said first portion of 
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said absorbent member and a/ second wing connected to said 
second portion of said absorbent member. 

4. A mop according to claim 3, said mop element 
support including biasang means urging said first and 
second wings and mop /element portions toward a coplanar 
relationship . 

5. A mop according to claim 3, said mop element 
support including /a link connecting said first wing to said 
second wing, sayd wings being hingedly connected to said 
link. 

6. A m6p according to claim 5, wherein said link has 
a first arm and a second arm, said first wing being 
hingedly connected to said link at said first arm and said 
second wiijg being hingedly connected to said link at said 
second aa 

7 . A m^p according to claim 5 , said link being 
connected to said channel body at a hinge trunnion, said 
hinge trunnion defining a hinge axis, said hinge line being 
defined by safid hinge axis. 

f c 

mop according to claim 3, said first leg 
Luding a first roller rotatably journalled 
fn axifl engaging said first wing, said second channel 
portion including a second roller rotatably journalled 
m. /and/engaging said second wing, whereby said 
tinged movement of said mop element and said 
channel / body causes said wings to roll in a generally 
arcuat^ path relative to said channel body portions . 

9. A mop according^ to claim 1, said channel body 
having a connecting portion interlinking said first' and 
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second leg portions 

# 1 10>p>A mop according to claim 5, said rod extending 
throu^n said connecting portion. 




11. A mop according to claim 5, said rod extending 
around said connecting portion. 



12. 



A 
an 

operator 



mop 



comprising: 

elongate shaft having a mopping end and an 
end ; 

lannel body disposed at the mopping end of 
said shaf t and comprising a first channel body leg and 
a second channel body leg defining a channel 
therebetween ; 



wing, 



an cslongate mop element support having a first 



i second wing, and a link therebetween, said 
link being hingedly secured along its length to said 
first win<j and to said second wing, said link having a. 
hinge axis across its width corresponding to the width 
of said channel , said support being mounted for 
rotation about said axis within said- channel; 

a flexible, compressible, liquid absorbent mop 
element overlying said support and having ends secured 
to first and second wings respectively; and 

a tersion rod generally aligned with said shaft, 
passing between said legs and pivotally secured to a 
position o:i said link displaced from said hinge axis, 

whereby the application of tension in said rod 
relative to said shaft rotates said link about said hinge 
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axis tol rotate said wings relative to said legs and 
relative 1 to said link whereby said wings are closed 
together ^to a compressed position between said legs. 

13. They/rrtGflo of claim 12 including a handle having a 
gripping end/7 a pivotal mounting on said shaft and a 
pivotal conrijec£ifliar^co said rod whereby pivotal motion of 
said grippii)fcj end creates tension in said rod. 

14 . The ni6p of claim 13 wherein said pivotal 
connection is disposed between the gripping end and the 
pivotal mount i/ng. 

15 . /The mop of claim 12 including bias means urging 
said wing^ and said ends apart hingedly. 



1( 

spring/ 



The mop of claim 15, said bias means comprising a 



17 . The* mop of claim 16 wherein each leg includes a 
roller rota^bly mounted at the end thereof, engaging the 
respective /wing, whereby rotation of said link causes said 
wings tolAroll an arcuate path relative to said legs 
about saipTiirige axis between said compressed position and 
a positiop generally aligned with said link. 

18. The mop of j6laim 12 including a roller rotatably 
mounted at the end of each leg and engaging the respective 
wing whereby rotation of said link causes said wings to 
roll in an arcuater path relative to said legs about said 
hinge axis. 



19 . The repp of claim 12 wherein said mop element 
includes a comn£essible, liquid absorbent outer layer and a 
flexible tougly inner layer adapted to overly the support, 
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said inner layer bteing in alignment with said wings and 
detachably secureta thereto. 

20. The ymop of claim 19 wherein each wing has a wing 
aperture and /said inner layer has an aperture aligned with 
each wing ^aperture and a fastener disposed in each wing 
aperture and engaging the respective aperture in said inner 
layer whfereby said inner layer is maintained against said 
support 

21. An elongate mop /element for use with a mop 
element support having a first wing and a second wing, each 
with a mounting aperture therein, and an intermediate 
portion between the wings, said intermediate portion being 
adapted for mounting /to a mop shaft, said element 
comprising: 

a compressible, /liquid absorbent outer layer and a 
flexible tough Inner/ layer adapted to overly the support, 
said inner layer having an aperture in alignment with the 
respective aper^rf^s^n said wings; and, 

fasten/ers disposed in each of said first and second 
wing apertures/ each of said fasteners engaging the 
respective* aperture in said inner layer whereby said inner 
layer is maintained against said support, each of said 
fasteners comprising: a rivet ^portion having a headed end 
and a loiJgitudinally slotted/duter sleeve; and an inner pin 
portion having ■ a headed efid and an operative end opposite 
the headedy^nd thereof; the operative end thereof received 
within saifd sleeve when partially extended therein with the. 
headed portions of the rivet portion and pin portion 
longitudinally spaced, whereby, when the head of said pin 
is moved longitudinally toward the head of said sleeve, the 
operative end thereof engages and enlarges said slotted 
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outer sleeve to retain said respective inner layer and wing 
together in a retained condition, 

22. The mop element of claim 21 wherein said slotted 
sleeve has an inward , projection portion and said pin 
portion is shaped to interact therewith to retain said 
inner pin portion in said retained position. 



23. A mop comprising: 

an elongate shaft having a mophead end and an operator 
end and defining a shaft axis 

a mophead/nisposed at /the mophead end and including a 
body defining a plane havj/ng a longitudinal axis^^ona^ to 
said shaft axis and a central transverse axis forming a~ 
acute angle with said shaft axis, said body defining _ 

with said central transverse axip- 
body toward said operator end of 
p element comprising an elongate 
liquid absorbent member overlying 
with said plane, said mop element 
erlying said channel, one portion 
overlying said channel being hingedly 
said body normal to said transverse 



aligned) 



central channel 
and extending into 
said shaft, and a 
flexible, compressibl 
said body and align 
having a central 
of said mop elemj 
supported relat 



saij 



axis; and 

an elongc 
said channel 
transversely s 



te /tension rojJK operatively connected through 
said ^'element at a portion thereof 
feed fjpeJm said one portion, 



whereby tension in said rod relative to said shaft 
causes the nortions of said element extending outwardly 
from said cnannel to fold together and be rotated about 
said one portion into said channel. 
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A mb' 



P comprising/ 



an elongate shaft haying a mopping end and an operator 



end; 




a mophead disposed at the mopping end of said 
shaft and including a body supported at the mopping 
^end and defining/ a mop element plane and a central 
h^rmel extending into said body from said mop element 
lane toward said operator end, and an elongate, 
^flexible compressible, liquid absorbent mop element 
having a central transverse section supported on said 
body along said plane and having end portions 

extending longitudinally outwardly therefrom, one end 

^ / 

portion of sfaid central transverse section being 
hingedly supported in said channel; and 




a rod /generally aligned with said shaft and 
pivotally secured adjacent the other end of said 
central tramsverse section, 



whereby longitudinal force in said rod relative 
to said shaft rotates said central transverse section 
/ \jo about sad/d one^por N tion whereby said are closed 



together /within said channel to compressed positions , 



^ 25 /^>A mop element to be mounted xSn one of a plurality 
ok dife^rent mop element supports comprising: 

a compressible liquid absorbent member having a 
longitudinal dimensional / and a generally planar 
surface having a transverse central axis, said central 
axis dividing said surface into a first region and a 
second region; 



a first an£r a second aperture in said first 
region; 
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a first and a second aperture in said /second 
region; / 

said first aperture in said first: region 
corresponding to said first aperture in said second 
region thus defining a first pair ofr apertures 
positioned for alignment with respective /apertures in 
a first mop element support; said second aperture in 
said first region corresponding tc/ said second 
aperture in said second region thus defining a second 
pair of apertures positioned foi/ alignment with 
respective apertures in a second different mop element 
support . / 

26. A mop element according to /claim 25, wherein 
said mop element includes a third /aperture in said first 
region and a third aperture in said second region, said 
third aperture in said first region corresponding to said 
third aperture in said second region thus . defining a third 
pair of apertures positioned for alignment with respective 
apertures in a third different/mop element support. 

27. A mop element according to claim 25, wherein said 
mop element includes a relatively tough covering layer 
having first and second sections overlying respectively at 
least a portion of said first region and a portion of said 
second region, wherein said apertures are disposed 
respectively in said /first and second sections of said 
covering layer. / 

28. A mop according to claim 27, wherein said 
covering layer is discontinuous across said central axis. 



29. A kit comprisj 



a mop element to be mounted on a mop element 
support, said mop element comprising: / 

a compressible liquid absorbent/ member 
having a longitudinal dimension and a /generally- 
planar surface having a transfer central axis, 
said central axis dividing said surface into a 
first region and a second region; / 

an aperture in said first region; 

an aperture in said second region, said 
apertures positioned for/ alignment with 
respective apertures in such/ mop element support; 
and •/ 

two removable rivets,/ each of said rivets 
comprising: / 

a rivet portion: having a headed end and a 
longitudinally slotre^outer sleeve; and 

a pin portion having a head and an operative 
end opposite the/ head, the operative end thereof 
being received ywithin the sleeve of said rivet 
portion when partially extended therein with the- 
headed portions of the rivet portion and pin 
portion longitudinally spaced, whereby, when the 
head of saio pin is moved longitudinally toward 
the head /of said sleeve, the operative end 
thereof engages and enlarges said outer sleeve. 

30. The kit/ of claim 29 wherein said slotted sleeve 
has an inward projection portion and said pin portion is 
shaped to interact therewith to retain said inner pin 
portion in said retained position. 
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31. A kit according to claim 29, wherein said mop 
element has a second aperture in said first region and a 
second aperture in said second region, said second/ aperture 
in said first region corresponding to said second aperture 
in said second region thus defining a pair / of second 
apertures positioned for alignment with / respective 
apertures in a second different mop element support . 

32. A kit comprising: / 

a mop element to be mounted on a mop/element support, 
said mop element comprising: / 

a liquid absorbent member having a support 
surface; / 

an aperture in said ^support surface; said 
aperture positioned toy alignment with a 
respective aperture in siich mop element support; 
and viy^ 

a fastener for re^asably securing said mop 
element to said mop /element support when said 
apertures are aligned, said fastener being 
separable from said/ mop element and including a 
post portion for extending through said aligned 
apertures, said fastener releasably engaging at 
least one of ^aid mop element and said mop 
element support/ thereby releasably securing said 
mop element to/said mop element support. 

33. A kit according to claim 32, wherein said 
fastener comprises a removable rivet. 

34. A kit according to claim 32, wherein said support 
surface includes plural apertures positioned for alignment 
with respective plural apertures in a mop element support. 
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35. A kit according to claim 34, wherein said support 
surface includes a first pair of apertures and a second 
pair of apertures, said first pair ofi Apertures positioned 
for alignment with a respective paL r r of apertures in a 
first mop element support and said second pair of apertures 
positioned for alignment with A respective pair of 
apertures in a second different mop element support . 



23 



